show when he was 4 years old
by his mother As the years
continued to fly by, Gamett
honed and crafted his talents
by leaming how to play the
piano and keyboard. He even-
tually went back to school and
graduated with an Assodate’s
Degree in Business from the
University of Maryland’s pro-
gram in Germany. A few years
later, he retumed to the US
believing wholeheartedly that
he was an artist rather than
just a pure songwriter. He took
a job as a mortgage broker in
South Carclina, but his trus
passion lied between the lines
on paper and on composition
sheets. Upon the death of his
maother, he became more em-
blazoned to make a lifetime
commitment to creating mu-
sic. His hard work paid off as he
landed a songwriting-publish-
ing deal with a firm owned by
the legendary L. A. Reid.

Garrett knew sardy on that
music would be his chosaen
path fora caresr.

To be honest with you, | knew
since | was 3 years old that mu-
sic would be my chosen career
path,” says Garrett. “| started
wiriting songs when | was 3 and
my morm had me in my first tal-
ent show when | was 4 years
old. This was definitely intend-
ed to be my destiny. | was also
an athlete so the competitive
spirit thiat | gained from being
an athlets | brought with me
when | started doing music
full-time as a songwriter, pro-
ducer and artist.”

&t the end of 2006, he was
honored by Billboard for being
Songwriter of the Year. Shortly
thereafter, he embarked on a
career as an artist through his
Bet | Penned it Music imprint,
through Interscope Records.
But this became somewhat
of a tumuluous situation as
the label yearmed to release
his debut record in Asian mar-
kets due to their grand desire
for Gamrett’s debut, Turko 919,
Label politics ultimately led to
the album being released in

Asia and the US in 2008, but
it underperformed because it
didn't receive the full brand-
ing it needed from the record
label. One thing is clearly
evident; Garmett wants to be
regarded as a profound re-
cording artist as well as a song-
wiriter/producer.

Garrett revealed what the
word artist means to him and

how the record labels and

fans can change.

"The word artist to me means
the ability to be free and being
able to follow your cwn intu-
itions and not following some-
one else’s,” says Garrett. “Being
an artist is being true to your-
selfand being strictly apolitical
because a lot of times peopla
play the game of politics and
it gets you caught up into a
scenario after a couple of years
that you don't have the abil-
ity to get out of. The color of
your jacket begins to change
and it's not what's popular any
more. The people are quick to
choose another jacket and you
have to understand that going
irto this industry.”

Garrett went on to refer
ence the differences be-
tween the current trends
of music production versus
decades before.

"Music from the 70s, B0s, and
O0is was a lot better,” says Gar-
rett. "The music that we're
making today, | like it, but it
doesn't have the same validity
of the music back then. Peo-
ple in the 19905 were making
some incredible music that still
sounds incredible. To go even
further badk than that you can
listen to records from Michael
Jackson in the 1980s and thoss
albums sounded phenomenal.
You can put on those records
right mow and they still sound
phenomenal There's some re-
cords that are the exception to
the rule, but | will have to say
that music from back in the
day was better than it is right
now. It's my job and our jobs as
hit producers to tumn this thing
around and give the people of

was 4 years old.”

thiz generation music to get ex-
cited about once again.”

Earlier this y=ar, he released his
miztape—entitlzd, The Inkw=ll
and it was aritically acclaimed.
Fecently, he just wrapped up
production on Beyonce's new al-
bum, Justin Bieber's new allbum
and newcomer Sharice’s delut
album, Garrett yeams to work
with production stabvarts Karye
West-and Salaam Remi in the
future. His cument single “Feel
Lewe™ featuring up and coming
rapper L Cole has just hit radio
stations=natiorwide. At the top
of the year _he will b= laundhing
a nationwide promotional tow
and- & s=oornd TEer website for
Szan Gamett the artist. His cur-
rent website wwwiamthepsn,
com showcases his penmanship
and acumen for writing hitsongs.
He is also on Twitter and p=ople
can follow him-at @iamssang -
rett for personal interaction aged
updates pertaining to his career -

™

mom had me in my first talent show when |

| attribute mig dices
ing a rzally emctional 2
music and for the people” zays
Garrett, "When you give the pec-
ple great music and great emo-
tions you'll always win. | don't
really like to do things that aren't
going to touch their hearts or
give thdln an impact that theyll
never fffget. lwant to encourage
them to push for better music.
I'm also motivated by the art-
ist and trying to make the artist
sound their best. | want to give
the artist something that will give
themtheir best record yvet. Atthe
end.af the day, my mativation is
strictly because of the fans.” 3k




