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“The Rey to change is

to let go of fear.”
Rosanne Cash

Rep. Emanuel Cleaver's officereleased
the following statement:

For many of the members of the CBC, like John
Lewis and Emanuel Cleaver who worked in the
civil rights movement, and for Mr. Frank who has
struggled in the cause of equality, this is not the
first time they have been spit on during turbulent
times. This aftermoon, the Congrassman was walking
into the Capitol to vote, when one protester spat on
him. The Congressman would like to thank the US
Capitol Police officer who quickly escorted the others
Members amd him into the Capitol, and defused the
tense situation with professiomalism and care. After all
the Members were safe, a full report was taken and
the matter was handled by the US Capitol Police. The
man who spat on the Congressman was arrested, but
the Congressman has chosem not to press chargeas.
He has left the matter with the Capitol Police. This is
not the first time the Congressman has been called
the “n" word and certainly not the worst assault he
has endured in his years fighting for equal rights for
all Americans. That being said, he is disappointad
that in the 21st cemtury our national discourse has
devolved to the point of name calling and spitting.
He looks forward to taking a historic vote on health
care reform legislation tomorrow, for the residents of
the Ffth District of Missouri and for all Americans. He
believes desply that tomorrow's vote is, in fact, a vote
for equality and to secure health care as a right for all.
Our nation has a history of struggling each time we
expand rights. Today's protests are no different, but
the Congressman believes this is worth fighting for.
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